In The Heat of the Moment
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Book Clubs in the
Classroom
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If you say or do something in
the heat of the moment, you
say or do it without thinking
because you are very angry or
excited! m so excited




Agenda

Learning Goals

+ Have a deeper understanding of what
are book clubs

+ Research and Literature that inferms
teaching and learning practice

+ Co-analyze three different types
bock clubs

+ Netwaork with cther colleagues
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Reading books...

In your placemat make a list
of:

1. Your favourite books to
read in Chinese.

2. Your favourite books to
read in English.

3. Pick one book from each
Language and with an elbow
partner share why it is the
best book to read.
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In your placemat make a list
of:

1. Your favourite books to
read in Chinese.

2. Your favourite books to
read in English.

3. Pick one book from each
Language and with an elbow
partner share why it is the
best book to read.

8. Book



What does research say?

How can teachers promote strong literacy
development among English language
learners?

As you are reading place a:

v On what you already
know

@ Don't understand

O

A new idea!




. A book club is a place
What is a book club? where students can
discuss a book to gain
a better
understanding of
what the message of
the story is or means.
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ka do books clubs in hzg’h

1. Book clubs are an excellent teaching and literacy strategy!
2. Book clubs are fun. Students love them!

3. Book clubs give student choice (read, style, talk about,
share with the class).

4. Book clubs meet the individual student reading needs.

5. Book clubs introduce students to a range of discussion
topics, genres and themes (i.e., evil vs. good, a hero's journey).

6. Book clubs can be adapted to a teacher's teaching style
or the type of class.

7. Book clubs are easy to implement.

8. Book clubs introduces students to a variety of good books.




So Many Genres!

There are many genres you can choose from
when developing a book club for your
classroom. You may want to focus on 1to 3
types of books.

» Fiction, non-fiction, . Fairytale o
realistic fiction . Fantasy
* Mystery and crime - Historical fiction

- Romance - Magic realism

 Biographies/ - Suspense thriller
autobiographies . Western

- History « Short story

- Comedy - Mythology

. Drama - Legend

» Classics . Folklore

- Graphic novels - Tragicomedy

« Science fiction . Satire

« Horror . Travel

- Tragedy
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1. What is your favourite genre in movies? o2
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Conduct a Survey...

2. Do you enjoy reading?

3. What types of books do you like to read?

4. What was the last book you read?

5. What book would you like the class to read?

6. What types of activities would you like our class
book club to have?
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% How do I get started?

:@m Is there someone to co-plan with?
ﬂf‘i‘eﬁiﬁ%&.

o A% What are your students interests?

What is your schedule? What is your
timeline?

What is your circulation library
statistics in your school?

How can book clubs support the
curriculum and teachers in your school?

<2 What books are available and what is
« the school's budget?




Book Club 1
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Who‘le class

« teacher provides the class with 1 to 3 choices of books to choose
from

« students vote on what book to read as a class

- teacher chooses book without any/some student consultation

On chart paper list the benefits and challenges of whole class
book clubs. Also, list the roles of the teacher and students.
Benefits Challenges
- easy to plan « limited student choice/voice
- whole class discussion on « limited on discussion topics
same book - limited themes/genres/topics

Role of Teachers: Role of students
- leads the class - follow Teachers instructions
- plans everything - expected to be engaged in book
- main source of information - collaborate with other students
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- divide the class into two groups

« have students choose from various books chosen by the teacher OR
have students recommend books for the school to purchase

- groups vote on what book to read OR based on books students vote
on what group to be part of

On chart paper list the benefits and challenges of dividing class
into two book clubs. Also, list the roles of the teacher and
students.

Benefits
« students have more of a voice and
choice of theme, genre, book to read
» students have more responsibility to
lead the book discussion
- smaller groups discussions

Challenges
- student self-discipline
- teacher: must read both books
- have various choices in books
- large number of students

Role of Students:

- facilitates expectations for students ) g_wre autonomy of group
- provides constant feedback to IScussion

smaller groups + clear roles and responsibilities :E I

Role of Teachers:




Book Club 3

- students are divided into groups of 5 to 7

« class can choose a genre, theme, topic OR groups can choose a
genre (i.e,, fiction, non-fiction, graphic novel) or theme (i.e., a hero's
quest, good vs. evil) or topic (i.e., bullying)

- students set their deadlines as a group

On chart paper list the benefits and challenges of group book

clubs. Also, list the roles of the teacher and students.
Benefits Challenges
- easy to plan - read all the books!
- learning with and from - prepare general tests with some
students specific questions
- based on students interest « a lot of moving between groups

- literature circles Role of Teacher:
- student choice of genre, . facilitates the class

theme, topic - provide constant feedback

» accommodate different - provide differentiated assessment
reading levels and learning
Role of Students:

L
. f;:desl;y students! - independent skills, participate in
' group and class discussions
- work collaborativel




Example of schedule

Semester System: Daily 90 minutes classes: 15 minutes silent reading per day

27 -based an tasks
given student share
W|th|n thew groups

N
45 min Book is read
\| 18

Time to work on "I'lmc to work on

r'zsemmem presentations
22 26
Pro-D Day B-nuk Club Bonk Club Book Club

Presentations Presentations Presentations

Examples of Assignments




Example of schedule

Semester System: Daily 90 minutes classes; 15 minutes silent reading per day

Monday Tuzsday / Wednesday Thursday Friday
April 24 25 EmmmE 26 27 -basedon tasks | 28 /
Get books —— given student share Meeting 1
Set deadlines -7 wilthin tljeir groups 45 min
Mﬂy 1 2 3 5:52“ presentatlons 10 5
Me.eting 2 -read aloud Mze’ring 3
45 min 45 min
8 9 10 11 12
Meeting 4 \ Final meeting
45 min Book is read
15 16 17 18 19
Time to work on Time to work on
/ presentations presentations
22 23 24 25 26
Pro-D Day Book Club Book Club Book Club
Presentations Presentations Presentations

Examples of A55|gnments
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-assign tasks to help them guide their book club study

-have students browse the books beforehand to help
them make a good decision
Get boo ks -chapters read, onlingjblog
- participation, assignmgnts due
Set dead| ' nes -responsibilities of eagh group
member
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Types of assignments and
assessmenls
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